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WOUNDS  AND  0EEHSINGB
All large limbs should be sawed off dose to the trunk
or mother limb in such a way that new bark will grow over
the cut surface from all directions. This takes place most
readily when the cut surface is parallel to the mother limb.
Stubs are a source of danger to the tree and reflect dis-
credit upon the orchardist. When a sucker in cut oil and
even a very short stub left, other suckers will put out from
the same point until there is formed what is known us a
?     '                    " sucker-nest/'   This is very objectionable, and when such
I                          " sucker-nests " are found in old trees they should be re-
moved cleanly with one cut of the saw, going well into the
<                          wood in order to stop any further growth of suckers from
*,                         that point.
ilt requires several years for a large wound to heal over
entirely, and during this time it is susceptible to infection
by various fungi which cause the wood to decay*   The fine
t                         checks in the wood, which form, an the wound dries, arc
|                         ideal lodging places for the spores of (lecay-prcxlucing or-
i                         ganisms.   Decay often slowly works its way back Into the
f                        trunk and causes hollow center.    Decayed wood in the
;                         heart of a tree weakens it and brings on a diseased <xmdi~
I'                        tion.   Fortunately it is a simple matter to prevent thin by
ji |    t                   disinfecting the wounds and applying some dressing whirh
will protect the exposed wood while it in healing over*
In the case of pnming-wounds where small limbs sir re-
moved it hardly pays to go to the expense of disinfecting
the wounds before the dresning is applied, I n tree surgery,
however, where large cavities are chiseled out and where
large limbs are removed, it is well to apply a coat of liquid